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Message from Indiana 
Department of Commerce 

Executive Director  
Tim Monger 

Since our last Progress Indiana update in May, we 
have welcomed 11 new businesses to the state that 
will bring 1,478 new jobs and $525,524,933 in 
investment. We also conducted 670 business 
development outreach meetings with CEOs statewide 
(http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/04-06-
29Reg8.pdf); unveiled new certified technology parks 
(http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/04-06-
29Evansville.pdf); initiated a promotional program for 
Indiana companies; created an office solely for the 
advocacy of small businesses; hired a professional to 
take our state's telecommunications to the next level; 
made more than $6.3 million available in grants for 
rural communities, and a hit a record high in first-
quarter exports 
(http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/04-06-
18Export.pdf).  
 
These are just a few examples of results from 
our aggressive steps to move our state forward.  

I encourage you to read more of our activity in each of 
our regions' newsletters by selecting an area of the 
state on the regional map. As with each issue, we will 
focus on events, announcements, and Commerce 
programs and activities across the state.  

This issue, take note of our business development 
resources including tax credits, workforce 
development training initiatives, energy, tourism, 

:

Message from  
Region 9 Director  
Vicki Kellerman  

Fear of change and acceptance of 
new ideas are obstacles to success. 
We don't fear change in Region 9. The 
Energize Indiana II Go campaign is 
well under way. Our office is 
proactively partnering with other departments, agencies and 
organizations to deliver effective services to your businesses and 
communities. The Region 9 office is devoted to customer service 
and you are our customer. We're seeing positive results. Production 
and growth are up. Economic Development doesn't happen over 
night and it doesn't happen by itself. It takes time and dedication to 
a mission and strategic plan. The Indiana Department of Commerce 
and Region 9 are dedicated and we have a plan. We are ready to 
work with you and we encourage businesses, communities and 
organizations to develop a plan if you don't already have one in 
place.   

There are so many positive things happening around the state and 
in Region 9. One of the most exciting is Indiana@Work 
(http://www.in.gov/dwd/inatwork/index.htm). There are two unique 
components to Indiana@Work, Career Pathway E-resume and 
additional state training dollars from the Department of Commerce. 
Indiana@Work places focus on the following four sectors: life 
science, advanced manufacturing, information technology and high-
tech distribution. These efforts act to support local initiatives. We 
look forward to discussing this and all of our programs with 
you. The Indiana Department of Commerce does not fear 
change. We are aggressively redesigning programs to better suit 
your needs. We are dedicated to getting information to you about 
any changes or new programs that we have to offer. Our door is 
always open. We encourage you to stop by and we look forward to 
seeing you. We are enthusiastic about our mission and eager to 
work to make Region 9 the best place to live, work and do 
business. 

To contact Region 9: 
975 Industrial Drive, #6 
Madison, IN 47250 
812.574.4362 phone 
812.574.4366 fax 
vkellerman@commerce.in.gov 

http://www.in.gov/dwd/inatwork/index.htm
mailto:vkellerman@commerce.in.gov


international trade activities and more by going to: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/businesses/index.html. Related 
business development programs are highlighted in 
our regional news sections.  
 
We want this newsletter to be a resource for the 
growth and development of your company or 
community. If there is any information you would like 
to see in the newsletters, please send an e-mail to 
commercenewsletters@commerce.in.gov. 

David Dorff named as head of the Office of Small 
Business Advocacy 
FULL STORY: 
http://www.in.gov/serv/presscal?PF=gov&Clist=4&Elist=81379
See related initiatives impacting small businesses 
including workforce development, health care 
expenses and regulatory relief at: 
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/Workforce_training.pdf
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/Health_care.pdf 
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/ 
REGULATORY_RELIEF_.pdf 

New Grant Programs to Stimulate Economic 
Development  
FULL STORY: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/04-06-
30IRDC.pdf 
 
Broadband Conference Slated for September 
For more information, go to: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/highspeedcommunication/ 
 
Christine Fulford named as high-speed 
communications director for the Indiana 
Department of Commerce 
FULL STORY: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/04-07-
08Fulford.pdf 
 
Gov. Joe Kernan unveils "Buy Indiana" Web site  
For more information on the program and to register, 
go to www.opportunityindiana.in.gov.  

Microenterprise Partnership Program makes 
grants available to community organizations 
For more information on the program, go to 
http://www.iedc.org/.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REGION 9 AT A GLANCE  

Wm. Rees Instruments Opens in Rising Sun 
In the fall of 2000, Wm. Rees Instruments (WRI) opened its facility 
in Rising Sun, Ind. Rising Sun was selected because it is central to 
70 percent of the WRI customer base in the Midwest; the move to 
Rising Sun is the result of a three-year search for the right place. 
The new building hosts the WRI shop, offices, a new harp gallery 
called Harps on Main, and a performance area where WRI plans to 
host small acoustic instrument concerts. After years of being 
difficult to find, WRI is now opening its doors and inviting everyone 
to come on by and visit. For more information on WRI, click on the 
links below. 
http://www.traditionalharps.com/ReesHarpsShop.html 
http://www.traditionalharps.com/ReesHarpsBio.html 
http://www.traditionalharps.com/ReesHarpsMap.html  

TECH Fund Helps Hoosier Companies Meet the 
Technology Needs of the New Information Economy
To help Hoosier companies meet the ever-growing demands of the 
new information economy, the state has designed a program 
specifically to help workers gain new technology skills. Established 
in 2000, the $2 million Technology Enhancement Certification for 
Hoosiers, or TECH Fund, will lead to the technology certification of 
thousands of workers each year. The Indiana Department of 
Commerce and the Indiana Department of Workforce Development 
jointly fund the program. 

The reimbursement grant program provides financial assistance to 
existing companies that are committed to training their workers in 
the latest information technology skills. The TECH Fund is expected 
to rapidly increase the number of certified information technology 
workers in the state.  

Indiana companies or nonprofit organizations that employ Indiana 
residents in advanced information technology occupations are 
eligible to participate in this program. Companies must have been 
in operation for at least one year prior to the application date and be 
in good standing with State regulatory agencies.  

The maximum grant award for any one company or nonprofit 
organization is $50,000 or $2,500 per employee, whichever is less. 
Training activities eligible for reimbursement under the guidelines 
are those offered by industry certified training providers.  This 
results in a full-time employee receiving a portable certification in 
systems administration, systems engineering, software 
development, professional certifications or other certifications in 
advanced e-business enabling applications. 

For more information, contact your regional Commerce office at 
812.574.4362, or visit the Web site at www.indianacommerce.com. 
Commerce's Region 9 includes Dearborn, Fayette, Franklin, 
Jefferson, Ohio, Ripley, Rush, Switzerland and Union counties. 

 
Congratulations to Award Recipients in Region 9  
The Scalo House, a transitional home for people recovering from 
substance abuse, opened March 31. The home recently held an 
open house for people interested in learning more about the 
services offered.  

mailto:commercenewsletters@commerce.in.gov
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/Workforce_training.pdf
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/Health_care.pdf
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/REGULATORY_RELIEF_.pdf
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/REGULATORY_RELIEF_.pdf
http://www.in.gov/doc/highspeedcommunication/
http://cl.extm.us/?fe951c747163057f75-fe1c1278716c0d7c771376
http://www.iedc.org/
http://www.traditionalharps.com/ReesHarpsShop.html
http://www.traditionalharps.com/ReesHarpsBio.html
http://www.traditionalharps.com/ReesHarpsMap.html
www.indianacommerce.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"This home has been in development for over three years and it is 
satisfying to see it come to fruition," Jim Courter, a board member 
said.  

Many of the residents helped with the construction work. Gary Fritz 
serves as house manager. The house is located at 117 
Presbyterian Ave. The phone number is 812.265.9777.  

 

(Photo published by permission of The Madison Courier) 

Lt. Gov. Kathy Davis awarded the following six communities in 
Region 9 nearly $2.6 million in grants funds: Dillsboro, Laurel 
and Madison; Ripley, Fayette and Switzerland counties. 
Read about these awards here: 
Dillsboro: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Dillsboro.pdf 
Laurel: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Laurel.pdf 
Madison: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Madison.pdf 
Ripley: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Ripley.pdf 
Fayette: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Fayette.pdf 
Switzerland: 
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Switzerland.pdf

 

  

http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Dillsboro.pdf
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Laurel.pdf
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Madison.pdf
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Ripley.pdf
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Fayette.pdf
http://www.in.gov/doc/news/news_releases/PDFs/2004CFF/Switzerland.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
News Briefs: Accolades, Appointments and Awards 

International Muzzle Loaders World Shoot to be Held in 
Batesville 
The city of Batesville is proud to host the International Muzzle 
Loaders World Shoot August 23-28. Sixteen countries from around 
the world, including the United States, will be represented. The 
shoot will be held at Coonhunters Lodge and Range in Batesville. 
Events and activities outside of the shoot itself are being organized 
in order to welcome our international friends, while at the same 
time, give them something extra to do while visiting America. 
 
Gov. Joe Kernan Announced Appointments to Several State 
Boards and Commissions 
Appointments in Region 9 include: William J. Herdrich of Rushville; 
state Sen. Robert N. Jackman of Milroy; Dr. Ivan Rimstidt of 
Madison; Anna Pennington of Rushville; Alvin O. Werner of 
Brookville; Steven Pitts of Milan; and Robert Barlow of Madison. 
For a complete list of appointments to state boards and 
commissions click on the links below.  
http://www.in.gov/serv/presscal?PF=gov&Clist=4&Elist=81302 
http://www.in.gov/serv/presscal?PF=gov&Clist=4&Elist=81360   
 
Business is Booming in Ripley County 
Sunman, Ind. is the new home to Wire-Tek Inc. of Cincinnati. The 
company moved into the 17,000 square foot Harrison machine 
building. The new location will provide adequate space for the 
company to grow. The projected job creation will be 12 to 16 
employees in 2004, 16 to 20 employees by 2006 and 20 to 30 
employees by 2009. 

Employee wages will range from $8.50 to $15.00 depending on skill 
level. Wire-Tek's projected expansion over the next five years will 
be up to 50,000 square feet. The company is hiring for the following 
job description: Job shop metal fabricator primarily manufacturing 
permanent displays for the point-of-purchase market. Wire-Tek also 
produces wire forms and sheet metal components for many other 
.

http://www.in.gov/serv/presscal?PF=gov&Clist=4&Elist=81302
http://www.in.gov/serv/presscal?PF=gov&Clist=4&Elist=81360


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

industries.  

The local incentive package awarded to Wire-Tek from the town of 
Sunman is to assume the balance of eight years on a 10-year real 
property tax abatement awarded to the previous owner and an 
additional five years for personal property tax abatement. 

Industrial Park is the new home to Advance Nitriding Solutions
The Batesville City Council approved the sale of 5.575 acres to 
Advance Nitriding Solutions June 14. The company is creating six 
new jobs and retain six.  

Advance Nitriding Solutions began in Batesville requires a larger 
facility in order to meet the needs of its customers. To start, 
average annual wages will be approximately $300,000. The tax 
abatement award from the city of Batesville was five years for real 
property. 

Advance Nitriding Solutions will offer the latest state-of-the-art 
processing in surface hardening with a focus on premier quality and 
rapid turnaround time. This will be the second facility of this type in 
the nation. 

Two existing manufacturers in Ripley County are also planning 
expansion projects to take place this year. 

The Indiana Main Street Council will honor outstanding local 
achievements in downtown revitalization and development at the 
2004 Awards Ceremony Friday, Oct. 29. The event will be held at 
the annual Cornelius O'Brien Main Street Conference in Madison. 
You can download a nomination form from the Indiana Main Street 
Web site: http://www.mainstreet.in.gov. 

 
REGION 9 CALENDAR 

Aug. 4, Region 9 Advisory Board Meeting at the Sherman House in 
Batesville.  

Aug. 10, Community Development Roadshow at the City Council 
Chamber in Connersville. 

Aug. 10, Small Business Summit & Minority and Women Business 
Enterprise Summit.  View the agenda at:  
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/LGsummitPlanforDay-
External.pdf 

Aug. 26, Region 9 Job Fair at the Venture Out Business Center in 
Madison, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Aug. 28, Rising Sun's Community Picnic, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Visit http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/09communitypic.pdf for 
more information. 
 
Aug. 31, Rural Development Action Program application deadline. 
Visit http://www.state.in.us/irdc/application/index.html for more 
information. 

Aug. 31, Rural Regional Partnership Program application deadline. 
Visit http://www.state.in.us/irdc/application/index.html for more 

http://www.mainstreet.in.gov/
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/LGsummitPlanforDay-External.pdf
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/LGsummitPlanforDay-External.pdf
http://www.knownolimits.biz/idoc/july_august/09communitypic.pdf
http://www.state.in.us/irdc/application/index.html
http://www.state.in.us/irdc/application/index.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

information. 

Sept. 3, Community Focus Fund application deadline. 

Sept. 9, Chamber Education Seminar Series "How to Advertise" at 
Ivy Tech State College-Lawrenceburg Campus, 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Speakers will discuss various elements of the 
marketing/advertising process and media options. Presenters will 
include a marketing consultant, advertising agency, and 
representatives of newspaper and broadcast media, direct mail and 
specialty advertising.  

Sept. 9-10, IEDA Fall Conference in Bloomington. 

Sept. 13, Broadband Conference at Ball State University. For more 
information, go to http://www.in.gov/doc/highspeedcommunication/ 

Sept. 16, Chamber Business Expo at the Dearborn Adult Center, 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
This event is well-known as the "business networking event of the 
year" in Dearborn County. More than 30 trade fair exhibitors will be 
present. There is no charge for admission. Lunch will be provided. 
 
Sept. 17, Quality of Place applications are due. Go to 
www.in.gov/tourism for more information.   

 
Indiana Department of Commerce - One North Capitol, Suite 700 - Indianapolis, IN 46204  

Director Lt. Gov. Katherine L. Davis - Executive Director Tim Monger - 800.463.8081 
  www.indianacommerce.com   
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